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the School of Music of The Ohio State University. Mr. Wild praised her as "an extremely talented pianist as well as a
very meticulous and thorough musician." An internationally recognized pianist, chamber performer, pedagogue
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educational institutes, music festivals, piano competitions, and teachers’ conferences in Europe, Asia, and North
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Piano Transcriptions: Earl Wild's Virtuoso Etudes on Gershwin's Songs

Often called as “the finest transcriber of our time,” the pianist Earl Wild has transcribed seven Gershwin songs for piano solo as Seven Virtuoso Etudes.
These songs are "Embraceable You,” “The Man | Love,” “Fascinating Rhythm,” “I Got Rhythm,” “Liza,” “Oh, Lady, Be Good!,” and “Somebody Loves Me."
From the title of the transcriptions, Seven Virtuoso Etudes, we can infer that Wild composed them for the purpose of practicing technique and
performing on concert programs. These beautiful, but rather technical challenging etude-transcriptions are fine exercises for studying technique. This
study introduces a brief background and characteristics of Wild’s Seven Virtuoso Etudes, a detailed examination of piano technique focus on the first
four etudes "Embraceable You,” “The Man | Love,” “Fascinating Rhythm,” and “I Got Rhythm,”, as well as a pre-recorded performance of these etudes is
presented at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LgxJALvcaf8 The piano technique of these etude-transcriptions in this study is discussed
according to seven aspects, which can be summarized as chordal patterns, rapid passages, arpeggios, repeated note patterns, large skips,
countermelody, and pedaling. The author Dr. Yun-Ling Hsu had been Earl Wild's last piano pupil while pursuing degrees in piano at The Ohio State
University. She was extremely fortunate to study piano and these etudes with Mr. Wild. Professor Hsu received her Doctor of Musical Arts degree with a
distinguished doctoral dissertation entitled “Selected Gershwin Songs as Transcribed for the piano By George Gershwin and Earl Wild.”
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